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Course Syllabus 
 
Course Information 
  
Course Title: Modern Global Perspectives 
  
Course Number: 295 
  
Course Date: Yr 2017-2018 
  
Course Location: Room 215 
  
Instructor: Jason Dorr jdorr@rsu22.us, Michele Metzler mmetzler@rsu22.us  
  
Course Description: MGP is devoted to studying the historical origins and development of 

domestic and foreign political and social problems that confront 
contemporary humanity. Possibilities include regional studies (ex. AIDS in 
Africa or the state of affairs in the Middle East), as well as issues of global 
concern such as North- South relations, environmental issues, the war on 
terror, world poverty, sustainable development and global economic 
development. Specific topics to explore will be developed in conjunction 
with the students according to their interests and needs.  The dynamics of 
global interactions among nations and regions present issues that affect all 
humanity. These dynamics include: competing beliefs and goals; methods of 
engagement; and conflict and cooperation. Contemporary issues have 
political, economic, social, historic and geographic components. Approaches 
to addressing global and regional issues reflect historical influences and 
multiple perspectives. 

  
Prerequisite/Program: World History and United States History 
 
Graduation Standards: See below  
 
Standards:  
 
Culture: Awareness and Understanding 

Scope Level: 04 SS.04.CAU.01.02 Modern Global Per. Analysis 
Understand that different cultural perspectives lead groups to interpret the same events 

differently. 
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Scope Level: 05 SS.05.CAU.01.02 Modern Global Per. Comprehension 
 

Understands the interaction between cultural groups can result in sharing products and ideas,  
consensus,compromise, or conflict. 
 
Scope Level: 06 SS.06.CAU.01.02 Modern Global Per. Comprehension 
Understands contemporary cultural conflict in the world 

 
Globalization 
 

Scope Level: 03 SS.03.GLO.01.02 Modern Global Per. Analysis 
Understands why countries isolate or cooperate internationally. 

 
Scope Level: 04 SS.04.GLO.01.02 Modern Global Per. Analysis 
Understands the impact of globalization on social, political and economic aspects of society. 

 
Government: Rights and Responsibilities 
 

Scope Level: 05 SS.05.GRR.01.02 Modern Global Per. Analysis 
Understands how an individual has a voice in the decision making process in a Democracy.  

 
Scope Level: 06 SS.06.GRR.01.02 Modern Global Per. Analysis 
Understands the roles and influence of citizens and groups in the political process. 

 
Scope Level: 07 SS.07.GRR.01.02 Modern Global Per. Analysis 
Understands challenges and conflicts inherent in exercising one's rights and responsibilities of  
citizenship. 

 
Learning Outcomes 
  
Outcomes:  

1.      Be able to read and analyze both primary and secondary source 
documents. 

2.      Be able to discuss interpretations of primary source documents in the 
classroom setting. 

3.      Be able to participate in full class discussions with text references and 
connections to prior learning.. 

4.     Be able to use information from research and distinguish between fact 
and opinion. 

5.      Be able to research, assemble, and present to the class on topics using 
historical imagination/inquiry. 

6.       Individuals can identify, assess and evaluate world events, engage in 
deliberative civil debate and influence public processes to address global 
issues. 

  
Instructional Methods 
  



Methods: This class is taught using a variety of instructional methods including lecture, 
class discussion, student led discussions, projects, presentations, and small 
group collaboration.  

  
Supporting Materials 
  
Primary documents 
Secondary documents 
Videos 
Online sources and materials (variety) 
  
Framework/Assignments 
 

I. Units and Essential Questions 
 

1. America and the World: How Do Others Perceive Us? 
 

2. The Challenge of Globalization: What Are the Consequences? 
 

3. The Clash of Civilizations: Is Conflict Avoidable? 
 

4. The Age of Terror: What Is the Just Response? 
 

5. Global Aid: Can We Reduce Disease and Poverty? 
 

6. The Fate of the Earth: Can We Preserve the Global Environment? 
 
II. Common Threads: 
 

A. Global Connections…The 21st century is characterized by changing circumstances as new 
economies emerge and new technologies change the way people interact. Issues related to health, 
economics, security and the environment are universal. 

 
B. Civic Participation and Skills Individuals and groups have the capacity to engage with others 
to impact global issues. 

 
C. Civil and Human Rights…There are challenges to civil rights and human rights throughout the 
world. Politics, economics and culture can all influence perceptions of civil and human rights. 
 
D. Sustainability…An increasingly global society is faced with the interdependency of ecological, 
social and economic systems. The functioning of these systems determines the sustainability of 
natural and human communities at local, regional, national and global levels. 
 
E. Technology…Technological advances present issues related to costs, distribution of benefits, 
ethical considerations, and intended and unintended consequences. 

 
III. Assignments: 

1. Readings (primary and secondary sources) 



2. Secondary works by preeminent scholars  
3. Variety of assignments: development of questions, video responses, creative writing 

assignments, reinterpretations, formal essay assignments, projects, and presentations. 
4. Socratic Circle/Harkness style discussions: students take the lead in asking questions and 

analyzing text 
 
Assessment  
  
Formative assessment tools 

● Questions on Google Classroom  
● Exit Slips 
● Class discussions/Socratic Circles 
● Creative Thinking Activities 

 
Summative assessment tools 

● Reading quizzes (objective and subjective) 
● Writing assignments 
● Presentations 
● Projects 
● Debates and Dialogues  
● Final Exam 

  
Grading Policy Students are expected to come to class having done the readings and prep 

work assigned so that the class can move forward through the curriculum. 
There are no “redos” on these quizzes since we will be discussing the 
material in class.  Late points or no credit for other assignments will be 
determined at the discretion of the teacher.  At some point, the validity of the 
student work is no longer acceptable due to the timing of the curriculum or 
end of ranking period.  
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